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1.0 SCOPE OF REPORT 

 

EnviroScience Solutions Pty Ltd was engaged by Mr Zac Wheatley of Tamworth Regional Council to 

prepare a Scope of Works to assess the possible presence of asbestos fibres in the internal 

fluorescent light fittings at Ray Walsh House – 437 Peel St, Tamworth. The scope of works will 

provide guidance to Tamworth Regional Council to remediate or enact control plans for the 

potentially contaminated light fittings should maintenance or other works that may disturb them be 

carried out on site. 

Friable asbestos-containing vermiculite had previously been identified sprayed onto the concrete 

ceiling of these floors as a fire-retardant and is treated as contained by the suspended ceiling tiles 

below.  

 

An inspection of randomly selected light fittings throughout the ground to 4th floors of the building 

was conducted, with the inside of each selected light cover being sampled for the presence of 

asbestos fibres. A total of fourteen (14) adhesive tape samples were obtained from the topside of 

the light covers and analysis indicated that one (1) contained Chrysotile Asbestos fibres.  

 

The interior of the light fitting in which asbestos fibres were found is classified as “friable 

contaminated”. However, the sampling was carried out on randomly selected lights and since the 

interior of the light fittings are imbedded within the ceiling cavity with air able to pass through them, 

they should be treated the same as the ceiling cavity itself in that they may potentially contain 

asbestos fibres. 

 

Analysis indicated that an adhesive sample contained Chrysotile Asbestos fibres. Please refer to 

Appendix 1 for sample analysis results, and section 3.0 of this report.  

The materials sampled recording a positive analysis for asbestos materials, have been identified as 

“Friable Contaminated”.  

The identification, assessment and recommendations have been based upon the Work Health and 

Safety Regulation 2017 and the SafeWork NSW Code of Practice for How to Manage and Control of 

Asbestos in Workplaces 2019. 
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2.0 LIMITATIONS 

 

The recommendations and assessment have been undertaken by obtaining limited samples from the 

inside of randomly selected light fittings throughout the interior of the building. The site was limited 

to the surface areas detailed in this report and does not include the asbestos containing materials 

that remain in the property. Friable asbestos-containing material has previously been identified in 

the ceiling cavities. No excavation works were undertaken as part of the assessment. Additionally, 

the following applies.  

2.1  To the extent permitted by law, EnviroScience Solutions Pty Ltd will not be responsible in 

tort, contract or otherwise for any loss or damage, including for any personal injuries or 

death, or any consequential loss, loss of markets and pure economic loss, suffered by the 

Customer, whether or not the loss or damage occurs in the course of performance by 

EnviroScience Solutions Pty Ltd of this contract or in events which are in the contemplation 

of EnviroScience Solutions Pty Ltd and/or the Customer or in events which are foreseeable 

by EnviroScience Solutions Pty Ltd and/or the Customer.   

 

2.2 To the extent that liability has not been effectively excluded by the proceeding clause, then 

EnviroScience Solutions Pty Ltd limits its liability to: - 

(a) The supply of services again; or 

(b) The payment of the cost of supplying the services again, at the election of 

EnviroScience Solutions Pty Ltd. 
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3.0 Sampling Locations  

 

Please find listed below a table containing the location, laboratory asbestos analysis results and the 

subsequent classification. This information serves as the Asbestos Register (R.425). 

  

Sampling Locations ASSET: 437 Peel St, Tamworth, NSW, 2340 
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Ground Floor – 
Records West 

Office 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

 

Sample # B25672-S1 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected 

A5 
No cover on light 

fitting. 
 

Sample taken from 
surface beneath. 
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Ground Floor – 
Records Central 

Area 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

Sample # B25672-S2 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected  

A5 No Action Required 
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1st Floor – 
Corporate Services 

Office Area 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 
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No Asbestos Fibres 
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Corporate Services 

Call Center 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

Sample # B25672-S5 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected 

A5 No Action Required 
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1st Floor – Finance 
Office Area 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

Sample # B25672-S6 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected 

A5 No Action Required 
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Sample 
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No Asbestos Fibres 
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Adhesive Tape 
Sample 
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2nd Floor – 
Ranger’s office 

Area 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

Sample # B25672-S9 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected  

A5 No Action Required 
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3rd Floor – West 
Lunch Area 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

Sample # B25672-S10 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected  

A5 No Action Required 
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3rd Floor – RS 
Meeting Room 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

Sample # B25672-S11 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected  

A5 No Action Required 
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3rd Floor – Central 
Meeting Room 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

Sample # B25672-S12 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected  

A5 No Action Required 
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4th Floor – 
Function Room 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

Sample # B25672-S13 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected  

A5 No Action Required 
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4th Floor – Events 
Office Area 

Adhesive Tape 
Sample 

 

Sample # B25672-S14 

No Asbestos Fibres 
Detected  

A5 No Action Required 
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4.0 ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

➢ Asbestos containing vermiculite in the ceiling cavity had previously been classified as 

“friable”, triggering this investigation.  

➢ Fourteen (14) adhesive tape samples were obtained from the inside of the light covers. 

➢ Chrysotile asbestos fibres were found within a light fitting in a 2nd Floor office. 

➢ This light fitting is classified as “Friable-Contaminated”.  

➢ All light fittings within the building should be treated as part of the ceiling cavity itself, in that 

they may potentially contain asbestos fibres due to the proximity to the asbestos-containing 

vermiculite and the gaps that enable air from the ceiling cavity to pass freely through them. 

➢ It is recommended that if maintenance needs to be done on the light fittings, that the staff 

doing so have undertaken asbestos awareness training and that they are aware of the 

potential asbestos risk.  

➢ Additionally, it is recommended that control procedures be put in place to reduce the risk of 

spreading and inhaling fibres while doing maintenance, including wearing a P2 or P3 

respirator, placing a drop sheet below the site for any debris, and doing works while the air 

conditioner is turned off. 

➢ The contaminated light fitting may be effectively remediated by the holder of a certified 

“Friable” Class A asbestos licensed holder, approved by SafeWork NSW. All staff will need to 

appropriately trained, (R.460-461) and a licensed asbestos removal supervisor will need to 

be on-site or readily available, (R.459).   

➢ As all asbestos types are known carcinogens therefore appropriate disposal at a registered 

asbestos waste receival station will be required and receipts required and provided to the 

client at the completion of the project. 
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS and REMEDIATION SCOPE OF WORKS and REQUIREMENTS  

 

One (1) of the fourteen (14) adhesive tape samples taken from the inside of randomly selected light 

fittings within Ray Walsh House – 437 Peel St, Tamworth, contained Chrysotile asbestos fibres. The 

inside of this light fitting (see Section 3.0 and Appendix 3 of this report) is to be treated as “Friable-

Contaminated” and should be remediated by a Class A certified asbestos removalist. 

 

The interior of the imbedded fluorescent light fittings throughout Ray Walsh House have openings at 

the ends that allow air from the ceiling cavity to pass freely through. Due to the known presence of 

friable asbestos-containing vermiculite within each ceiling cavity and the possibility of fibres from 

this material being blown through the gaps in the light fittings, they should be treated the same as 

the ceiling cavity itself in that they may contain asbestos fibres.  

Any maintenance to the inside of these fittings should be undertaken by someone who has 

undertaken asbestos awareness training, with controls put in place to reduce the risk of asbestos 

fibres contaminating the workspace below or being inhaled by the worker. This can be done by 

wearing a P3 respirator, placing a drop sheet below the site for any debris, and doing works while 

the air conditioner is turned off and staff are vacant from the area.  

 

In the event that any visible contamination drops from the light fittings onto the workspace below, 

whether during maintenance or by some other process, the staff from the areas should be asked to 

leave and the area should be cleaned by a Class A licensed asbestos removalist following assessment 

from a certified hygienist. Requirements of such works are listed below. 
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6.0 RISK ACTION TABLE 

Please refer to the table below for the risk ranking and appropriate remediation action. 

Risk Action Table 

Descriptor Item Action 

A1 Action 1 RESTRICT ACCESS & REMOVE 

As a guide, the material conforms to one, or more, of the following: 

• Friable or poorly bonded to substrate, located in accessible areas; 

• Severely water damaged, or unstable; 

• Further damage or deterioration likely; 

• Asbestos debris and stored asbestos in reasonably accessible areas; and 

• Significant peeling and flaking in lead paint in areas that pose immediate 
risk to children / resident. Removal considered lead risk work 

A2 Action 2 ENCLOSE, ENCAPSULATE OR SEAL BY LICENCED CONTRACTORS - REINSPECT 
PERIODICALLY 

As a guide, the material conforms to one, or more, of the following: 

• Damaged material; 

• In reasonably accessible area; 

• Friable material or poorly bonded to substrate, with bonding achievable; 

• Possibility of disturbance through contact; 

• Possibility of deterioration caused by weathering; and  

• Large areas of peeling and flaking 

A3 Action 3 
REMOVE DURING REFURBISHMENT OR MAINTENANCE. ENCLOSE, ENCAPSULATE 
OR SEAL BY GENERAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS. REINSPECT PERIODICALLY 

As a guide, the material conforms to one, or more, of the following; 

• Asbestos debris or stored material in rarely accessed areas; 

• Further disturbance or damage unlikely other than during maintenance or 
service; 

• Asbestos friction materials, gaskets and brake linings; and 

• Small / moderate areas of peeling and flaking lead paint in an area that 
posed low risk. Remedial works suitable by a general maintenance 
contractor 

A4 Action 4 NO REMEDIAL ACTION – REINSPECT PERIODICALLY 

As a guide, the material conforms to one, or more, of the following: 

• Firmly bonded to substrate and readily visible for inspection; 

• Inaccessible and fully contained; and  

• Stable and damage unlikely 

A5 Action 5 NO ACTION REQUIRED – NO HAZARDOUS BUILDING MATERIALS IDENTIFIED 

 

 



ASBESTOS SITE ASSESSMENT AND SCOPE OF WORKS 
SITE: 437 Peel St, Tamworth, NSW 2340 

Job #25672R01 

13 

 

➢ Interim Site Security and Safety 

It is recommended that a physical barrier in the form of temporary construction site security 

type fencing, is installed with appropriate signage to protect the health of the public who may 

access the area. It is recommended that signage that complies with Australian Standard 1319: 

Safety Signs for the Occupational Environment be placed around the perimeter of the site, 

(R.469). Signage should be similar to the ones detailed below. 

 

The asbestos removal area needs to be defined and controlled to limit access into the area, 

through appropriately constructed barriers and/or fencing as per the contractor’s own risk 

assessment and methods, (R.470). 

 

  

 

➢ Asbestos Removal Licensing and Notification Requirements and Safe Work Methods 

The asbestos materials have been assessed as “Friable Contaminated” and if the intention is to 

remove the asbestos materials, is recommended that any remediation be under controlled 

conditions.  

 

As discussed in sections of this remediation report, the works need to be undertaken by a 

licensed asbestos removalist contractor, Class A approved by SafeWork NSW. It is also a 

requirement of SafeWork NSW, that the removalist provides a written work plan of the proposed 

removal control plan, (R.464-465), to SafeWork NSW, with their SafeWork NSW Notification, five 

business days prior to the asbestos removal project being undertaken, (R.466)  
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Notification of asbestos remediation works needs to be communicated to surrounding 

workplaces and residences prior to works commencing, this is the responsibility of the Asbestos 

Removalist under (R462 and R.467-468).  

 

It is recommended that the licensed contractor prepare a safe method of work statement 

including wet suppression techniques and removal methods for the asbestos remediation works, 

utilising at least Type P2 half face particulate respirators, appropriate personnel and equipment 

decontamination procedures and appropriate disposal methods, refer to the following legislative 

codes of practice and standards for guidance, (R.471);  

 

1. Australia/New Zealand Standard 1716-2003 Respiratory Protective Device   

2. Australian/New Zealand Standard 1715-2009 Selection, Use and Maintenance of Respiratory 

Protective Devices 

3. AS/NZS 60335.2.69:2003, Household and Similar Electrical Appliances - Safety - Vacuum 

Cleaners   

4. Australian/New Zealand Standard 3544 Industrial vacuum cleaners for particulates 

hazardous to health  

5.  NSW Government, (2018). NSW Work Health and Safety Act 2011 No 10. Sydney: NSW 

Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. 

6. NSW Work Health and Safety Regulation 2017 

7. SafeWork NSW: Code of Practice: How to Safely Remove Asbestos 2019 

8. SafeWork NSW: Code of Practice: How to Manage and Control Asbestos in the Workplace 

2019 

➢ Dust Suppression Considerations 

 

The contractor must use methods to minimise airborne asbestos fibres during the demolition or 

removal of asbestos materials, i.e. using a wet spray method. This method involves applying a 

fine water spray to the asbestos in a way that ensures the surface of the asbestos is saturated to 

suppress the release of asbestos fibres. Wetting agents added to the water may assist with 

particle suppression. Water run-off from the site must be controlled. 

 

 

➢ Asbestos Waste Transport 
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All asbestos waste including asbestos contaminated materials and soils, need to be stored on-

site and transported in a waste skip, vehicle tray or similar container in good condition should be 

used. The asbestos waste should be sealed in double-plastic (minimum of 200 microns thickness) 

lined sheeting and sealed. 

 

Waste needs to be labelled according to the Globally Harmonised System (GHS) of Classification 

and Labelling of Chemicals and removed form site by an approved/licensed carrier for disposal. 

 

The Classification and Labelling of Asbestos under the GHS is detailed below; 

 

Chemical CAS No UN 

Crocidolite Asbestos 12001 – 28 - 4 2212 

Chrysotile Asbestos 12001 – 29 - 5 2590 

Amosite Asbestos 12172 – 73 - 5 2212 

 

➢ Asbestos Air Monitoring during Remediation Works 

 

During the removal airborne asbestos air monitoring, (R.475-477), clearance air monitoring and a 

visual inspection will need to be undertaken by a NATA registered laboratory and Licensed 

Asbestos Assessors, (R.473-474) 

 

Air monitoring would need to be undertaken at various locations on the perimeter of the 

remediation site in accordance with the Estimation of airborne asbestos dust by the membrane 

filter method described in the National Occupational Health and Safety Commission Guidance 

Note (2005). The static sampling will indicate if the remediation work methods employed on-site 

by the licensed contractor are proving to be effective work techniques. 
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The following table indicates the required control levels and required actions. 

Control Level 

(Airborne asbestos fibres/ml) 
Control / Action 

<0.01 Continue with current control measures 

≥0.01 Review control measures 

≥0.02 
Stop removal work and find cause and notify 

SafeWork NSW 

 

 

Reported By  

Juliet Duffy MSM Syd Uni 

Director 

Phone 

 

1. “Bonded” asbestos implies that the asbestos fibres are usually well encapsulated within the 

matrix of the adhesive material and will not be rendered into “respirable” fibres unless 

released through high speed machining of mechanical actions.  

2. “Friable” asbestos materials are those that can be crumbled, pulverised or reduced to 

powder by hand pressure when dry.  

3. The NSW Department of Environment and Heritage has indicated that asbestos in the soil at 

the surface is not permitted. However, no recommendations as to the depth of removal are 

provided as guidelines, it is therefore assumed that a layer of soil would be removed until no 

visible asbestos materials are sighted. Currently there are no guidelines from the DEC in 

relation to asbestos contaminated sites, apart from the “no surface contamination” 

management.  
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S1 

S2 

S3 

Samples B25672-S1, B25672-S2 & 

B25672-S3 did not contain asbestos 

fibres. 

Appendix 1 – Sampling Locations 
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S4

S5

S6

Samples B25672-S4, B25672-S5 & 

B25672-S6 did not contain asbestos 

fibres. 
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S7

S8

S9

Samples B25672-S7 & B25672-S9 did 

not contain asbestos fibres. 

Sample B25672-S8 contained 

Chrysotile asbestos fibres. 
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S10

S11
S12

Samples B25672-S10, B25672-S11 & 

B25672-S12 did not contain asbestos 

fibres. 
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S13

S14

Samples B25672-S13 & B25672-S14 

did not contain asbestos fibres. 



LABORATORY ANALYSIS REPORT
Asbestos Identification Report

Test Method:

Client: Tamworth Regional Council

Sampled From: Ray Walsh House; Peel St, Tamworth, 
NSW 2340

B25672-R1Report No:

Attention: Greg Tapper

Polarised Light Microscopy (PLM) including Dispersion Staining (DS), EnviroScience Solutions Pty Ltd in-
house laboratory method, in accordance with Australian Standard AS4964-2004 ‘Method for the 
qualitative identification of asbestos in bulk samples’. Accredited for compliance with ISO/IEC:17025-
Testing.
Please note that EnviroScience Solutions does not accept responsibility for the sample submitted in 
relation to its source.

Ray Walsh House, 
437 Peel Street,
 Tamworth,NSW, 2340

Client Address: Laboratory Receival Date:

Report Date:

Sampled Date:

Analysed Date:

Saturday, December 4, 2021

Tuesday, December 7, 2021

Tuesday, December 7, 2021

Kenneth Archer

Tuesday, December 7, 2021

   . Fibres
Detected

Asbestos 
Detected

Sample
Description

Sample
Location

Sample
Number

Sample
Size

Approved Identifier and Signatory:

Sampled by :    Ben Croxon

N.A.B25672-S1 Ground Floor - Records 
West Office

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S2 Ground Floor - Records 
Central Area

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S3 Ground Floor - Records 
East Office

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S4 1st Floor - Corporate 
Services Office Area

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S5 1st Floor - Corporate 
Services Call Centre

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S6 1st Floor - Finance 
Office Area

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S7 2nd Floor - Reception No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S8 2nd Floor - 
Development Office 
Area

Yes ChrysotileAdhesive tape
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   . Fibres
Detected

Asbestos 
Detected

Sample
Description

Sample
Location

Sample
Number

Sample
Size

N.A.B25672-S9 2nd Floor - Rangers 
Office Area

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S10 3rd Floor - West Lunch 
Area

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S11 Ray Walsh House; Peel 
St, Tamworth, NSW 
2340

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S12 3rd Floor - Central 
Meeting Room

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S13 Ray Walsh House; Peel 
St, Tamworth, NSW 
2340

No OrganicAdhesive tape

N.A.B25672-S14 4th Floor - Events Office 
Area

No OrganicAdhesive tape
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   LABORATORY ANALYSIS REPORT
Estimation of Airborne Asbestos Fibres

Test Method:

Client: Tamworth Regional Council

Sampled From: Ray Walsh House; Peel St, Tamworth, 
NSW 2340

A25672-R1Report No:

Sampled By:

Type of Monitoring:

Attention: Greg Tapper

Background Monitoring

In accordance with the NOHSC:3003 (2005) Guidance Note on the Membrane Filter Method for Estimating 
Airborne Asbestos Fibres (as outlined in the Laboratory Method Manual). Accredited for compliance with 
ISO/IEC:17025-Testing.

Ray Walsh House, 
437 Peel Street,
 Tamworth,NSW, 2340

Client Address:

Ben Croxon

   . Results
Fibres / ml

Results
Fibres / Field

Flow Rate
L/ Min

TimeSample 
Location

Sample
Number On Off

Laboratory Receival Date:

Report Date:

Sampled Date:

Analysed Date:

Saturday, December 4, 2021

Tuesday, December 7, 2021

Tuesday, December 7, 2021

Approved Counter and Signatory: Simone Lobo

Tuesday, December 7, 2021

Ground Floor - RecordsA25672-S1 830 1010

100 min
4.0 0 /100 < 0.01

1st Floor - Corporate 
Services

A25672-S2 830 1010

100 min
4.0 1 /100 < 0.01

2nd Floor - Planning & 
Compliances Reception

A25672-S3 830 1010

100 min
4.0 1 /100 < 0.01

3rd Floor - Regional 
Offices Kitchen

A25672-S4 830 1010

100 min
4.0 0 /100 < 0.01

4th Floor - Meeting 
Room

A25672-S5 830 950

80 min
5.0 0 /100 < 0.01
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