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Barraba Australia Day 2019 

The 2019 Barraba Australia Day celebration was held at the Barraba War memorial pool. 
The change of venue was a great success with over 200 people walking through the pool 
gates over Australia Day. The 2019 Barraba Australia Day Ambassador was Mrs Promila 
Gupta, renown Indian Chef. Celebrations commenced mid morning with the formal awards 
ceremony, followed the Barraba Rotary Club held community sausage sizzle, a family fun 
day including a jumping castle, pool inflatable and free waterslide access throughout the 
day. 

The 2018 award recipients are as follows: 

2018 Citizen of the Year- Tim Crowley for his outstanding contribution to the Barraba P.A & 
H association for over 40 years along with numerous other hours devoted to volunteering for 
other community groups. 

2018 Frank Darlington Young Achiever of the Year - Riley Bomford for his great 
achievements including heading a drought relief fundraising event to held raise over $5000 
for Rural Aid, as well as great success in debating and public speaking as well as becoming 
a renowned rugby union referee along with countless other achievements. 

2018 Community Event - Westpac Rescue Helicopter Barraba Support Group for their great 
community service raising awareness and much needed funds for the Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter. 

2019 Kootingal Australia Day Celebrations 

The Kootingal Lions Club thanked Council for their assistance with helping organise the 
event.  A smaller than usual crowd was in attendance due to the fact that Australia Day this 
year was celebrated at the same time as the Cavalcade.  It was unusual to have them both 
clash on the Saturday.  Kootingal have had Australia Day during Country Music but not both 
on the same day.  We had a good Australia celebration with approx. 85 served for breakfast 
and the Official part of the day was conducted by Councillor Lion Phil Betts and we are 
thankful for Council having him as the representative. Flag raising and Australia Day address 
followed by the usual games of the morning. We received good comments in the Northern 
Daily Leader and some pictures.  

2019 Manilla Australia Day Celebrations 

Manilla Australia Day 2019 was held at the Manilla Memorial Pool in rather warm conditions. 
Manilla Australia Day was well attended with approximately 160   people attending. 

The day commenced with local entertainment from 11am along with a morning tea. Len 
Waters was invited to present the “Welcome to Country” and local entertainer John Brand 
lead the Australian Anthem. Manilla’s Australia Day Ambassador Mr Peter Cousens gave an 
impressive address to all in attendance.  

The winners of the Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of  the Year and Community Event of 
the Year were introduced and a small citation read out regarding each of their nomination.  

Winners for the 2018 were: 

Community Event-The Manilla RSL Sub-Branch “Honor Our Fallen” flag project - its aim to 
have an Australian Flag flying on the grave of every Ex-Service personnel across Australia 
within ten years. 173 graves were identified at the Manilla Cemetery and had flags flying for 
ANZAC Day 2018, while another 30 were identified and added for Remembrance Day. The 
event brought the town together with many residents as well relatives from out of town 
coming to the Manilla Cemetery to see the flags on display and honour our war veterans. 

Young Citizen of the Year – Kate Taylor - a year 12 student at Manilla Central School Katie 
has become the 2019 School Captain.  
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Katie  has a number of achievements including coaching the junior soccer team, instructor at 
Manilla Pony Club, captain of the School cattle show team as well as assisting with the P & 
C Mud Run. 

Citizen of the Year – Sue Yates –Sue has been the driving force behind fundraising for the 
Manilla Community Bus some of her fundraising efforts along with the committee includes 
setting up a second-hand book and CD shop, organising a very successful Golf day and 
Bowls day, countless hours selling raffle tickets  in the main street and  successfully gaining 
donations from local Manilla community groups, like Helping Hands, Lions Club, Fishing & 
Social Club, Vintage Machinery Group, Show committee, Rotary Club, Mend of League, 
CWA Evening Group and St. Andrews Lodge. 

Cr. Jim Maxwell presented Ambassador – Peter Cousens with the Australia Day pin. Peter 
was also presented with a gift of thanks from the Manilla Matters Committee for his 
attendance of the Manilla Australia Day celebrations. 

In closing, Cr. Maxwell thanked all the nominees and winners for their contributions to 
Manilla as well thanking those who attended todays proceedings and wished everybody a 
Happy Australia Day and wet 2019.  

A sausage sizzle was held by the Lions Club of Manilla.  

After the official ceremony, the Golden Flipper was contested with various ages – young and 
young at heart. 

2019 Nundle Australia Day Celebrations 

Nundle Australia Day Celebrations were a memorable success.  The 2019 Australia Day 
Ambassador was Father Chris Riley AM.  A total of 150 locals and visitors to the community 
attended a morning celebration.  The Nundle District Lions Club provided a barbeque 
breakfast, local entertainer Jeff Gibson sang and provided the sheep shearing 
demonstration, local girl Jasmine Humble lead the singing of the National Anthem and both 
Nundle and Woolomin Public School provided Youth Speakers who addressed why living in 
Australia, particularly Nundle is something to be proud of.  

Father Chris Riley AM delivered a touching speech about the importance of speaking out for 
your beliefs and providing community support to those in need.  The gathering was 
overwhelmed when he presented his 2019 Ambassador pin to the CWA NSW Nundle 
Branch for their dedication to the welfare and social well being of others, as he described 
them to be the “salt of our earth”. 

Three awards were presented this year: 

2018 Nundle & District Citizen of the Year – Mrs Shirley Ryan for her volunteer contribution 
to a number of local community groups including the Hanging Rock Rural Fire Service and 
Nundle Access Group with special mention of her ongoing effort in fundraising through sale 
of local gems all funds being donated the Nundle Easi Walk Project and the Woolomin 
Playground Project. 

2018 Nundle & District Community Appreciation Award – Mrs Faye Inman for her 
contribution to many Nundle groups and organisations including the Nundle Gold Club, 
Nundle Visitor Information Outlet and the Old Church Boutique. 

2018 Nundle & District Community Recognition Award – Master Blayden Steel, Woolomin 
Public School student for his outstanding contribution to both the school and local 
community. 

Nundle also recognised their newest Australian Citizen, Mrs Em Fitzgerald who recently 
became an Australian Citizen.  A special tribute was paid to Nundle’s Anglican Parish 
Reverend the late Stephen Millar who recently passed away. 

 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 10 MARCH 2020 
ANNEXURE 1 TO ITEM 9.1 - 2019 AUSTRALIA DAY EVENT REPORTS  
 

Page 7 

Tamworth Australia Day 2019 

Saturday 26th January saw Tamworth celebrate Australia Day 2019 during the Tamworth 
Country Music Festival.  The weather was hot and the Tamworth Australia Day Committee 
had selected the Tamworth Community Centre as the venue for the day.  The Church 
service commenced at 7.30am conducted by Howard Barnes of the Ministers Fraternal and 
saw approximately 100 people in attendance.  At the conclusion of the Church Service, the 
Combined Rotary Clubs served the Aussie Bush Breakfast in the Parade Ground of the 
Centre. 

The Cavalcade followed the Bush Breakfast with the Civic Ceremony commencing at 
11.00am at the Community Centre.  The Ceremony was conducted by Jennifer Porter 
Chairperson of the Tamworth Australia Day Committee, and included the Heralding in of the 
Civic Ceremony by the Town Crier, Mr Peter Blom, a Welcome to Country by Ms Yvonne 
Kent an Aboriginal Community Representative, the Australia Day address by Member for 
Tamworth Mr Kevin Anderson and the singing of the National Anthem by Jodie Crosby,  The 
Citizenship Ceremony conducted by Mayor Col Murray saw 24 people become new 
Australia citizens and the presentation of awards by Ian Brady and Michelle Green.  Waltzing 
Matilda was sung at the end of the Ceremony by Jodie Crosby who performed the song 
brilliantly.  

Mike Cashman was awarded the 2018 Tamworth Citizen of the Year for his work with 

Tamworth Community and Sporting organisations.  Isaac Moxon was awarded the 2018 

Tamworth Young Citizen of the Year and Lara Graham was awarded the 2018 Mitchell 

Brady Encouragement Award. 

The Ceremony was a great success, with approximately 250 hundred people in attendance. 
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