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Council 
Meeting Date: 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month commencing at 6.30 p.m. 
Matters determined by Ordinary meetings will include all those non-delegable functions identified in Section 377 of the Local Government 
Act as follows:   

• “the appointment of a general manager 
• the making of a rate 
• a determination under section 549 as to the levying of a rate 
• the making of a charge 
• the fixing of a fee 
• the borrowing of money 
• the voting of money for expenditure on its works, services or operations 
• the compulsory acquisition, purchase, sale, exchange or surrender of any land or other property (but not including the 

sale of items of plant or equipment) 
• the acceptance of tenders which are required under this Act to be invited by the council 
• the adoption of a management plan under section 406 
• the adoption of a financial statement included in an annual financial report 
• a decision to classify or reclassify public land under Division 1 of Part 2 of Chapter 6 
• the fixing of an amount or rate for the carrying out by the council of work on private land 
• the decision to carry out work on private land for an amount that is less than the amount or rate fixed by the council for 

the carrying out of any such work 
• the review of a determination made by the council, and not by a delegate of the council, of an application for approval or 

an application that may be reviewed under section 82A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
• the power of the council to authorise the use of reasonable force for the purpose of gaining entry to premises under 

section 194 
• a decision under section 356 to contribute money or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons 
• the making of an application, or the giving of a notice, to the Governor or Minister 
• this power of delegation 
• any function under this or any other Act that is expressly required to be exercised by resolution of the council.” 

Other matters and functions determined by Ordinary Council Meetings will include: 
• Notices of Motion 
• Notices of Motion of Rescission 
• Council Elections, Polls, Constitutional Referendums and Public Hearings/Inquiries 
• Ministerial Committees and Inquiries 
• Mayor and Councillors Annual Fees 
• Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Mayor and Councillors 
• Local Government Remuneration Tribunal 
• Local Government Boundaries 
• NSW Ombudsman 
• Administrative Decisions Tribunal  
• Delegation of Functions by the Minister 
• Delegation of Functions to General Manager and Principal Committees 
• Organisation Structure 
• Code of Conduct  
• Code of Meeting Practice 
• Honesty and Disclosure of Interests 
• Access to Information 
• Protection of Privacy 
• Enforcement Functions (statutory breaches/prosecutions/recovery of rates) 
• Dispute Resolution 
• Council Land and Property Development 
• Annual Financial Reports, Auditors Reports, Annual Reports and Statement of the Environment Reports 
• Performance of the General Manager 
• Equal Employment Opportunity 
• Powers of Entry 
• Liability and Insurance 
• Membership of Organisations 
 

Membership: All Councillors. 
Quorum: 5 members 
Chairperson: The Mayor 
Deputy Chairperson: The Deputy Mayor 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/summarize/inforce/s/1/?xref=RecordType%3DACTTOC%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20Actno%3D203&nohits=y
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Community Consultation Policy 
The first thirty (30) minutes of Open Council Meetings is available for members of the Public to address the 
Council Meeting or submit questions either verbally or in writing, on matters INCLUDED in the Business Paper 
for the Meeting.   

Members of the public will be permitted a maximum of three (3) minutes to address the Council Meeting.  An 
extension of time may be granted if deemed necessary. 

Members of the public seeking to represent or speak on behalf of a third party must satisfy the Council or 
Committee Meeting that he or she has the authority to represent or speak on behalf of the third party. 

Members of the public wishing to address the Council meetings are requested to contact Council either by 
telephone 67675 444 prior to 12 noon the day of the Meeting or in person and register their intention to address 
the Council Meeting.   

Members of the public will not be permitted to raise matters or provide information which involve: 

• Personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors); 
• Personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer; 
• Information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom Council is 

conducting (or proposes to conduct) business; 
• Commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed: 
• - prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or 
• - confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the Council; or 
• - reveal a trade secret; 
• information that would, if disclosed prejudice the maintenance of law 
• matters affecting the security of the Council, Councillors, Council staff or Council property; 
• advice concerning litigation or advice that would otherwise be privileged form production in legal 

proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege; 
• on balance, be contrary to the public interest. 
• Members of the public will not be permitted to use Community Consultation to abuse, vilify, insult, threaten, 

intimidate or harass Councillors, Council staff or other members of the public. Conduct of this nature will be 
deemed to be an act of disorder and the person engaging in such behaviour will be ruled out of the order 
and may be expelled. 

Disclosure of Political Donations or Gifts 

If you have made a relevant planning application to Council which is listed for determination on the Council 
Business Paper you must disclose any political donation or gift made to any councillor or employee of the 
Council within the period commencing 2 years before the application is made and ending when the application 
is determined (Section 147(4) Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979). 

If you have made a relevant public submission to Council in relation to a relevant planning application which is 
listed for determination on the Council Business Paper you must disclose any political donation or gifts made to 
any councillor or employee of the Council by you as the person making the submission or any associate within 
the period commencing 2 years before the submission is made and ending when the application is determined 
(Section 147(5) Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979). 
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OPEN COUNCIL REPORTS 

6 ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING 

6.1 PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PART 3A OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT 1979  – FILE NO – SF 1390 

DIRECTORATE: PLANNING AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
AUTHOR: Lucy Walker, Senior Development Assessment Planner 

ANNEXURE ATTACHED 

GENERAL MANAGER’S ADVISORY NOTE TO: 
Councillors 
Applicants 
Persons making public submissions (written or verbal) Members of the Public 

Record (Division) of Voting 
In accordance with Section 375A(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, a Division is required to be called 
whenever a motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council or a Council Committee.    

A DIVISION under Section 375A(3) of the Act is required on this Planning Application.   

Relevant Planning Application 
In accordance with Section 147(4) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, a person who 
makes a relevant planning application to Council is required to disclose the following reportable political 
donations and gifts (if any) made by a person with a financial interest in the application within the period 
commencing 2 years before the application is made and ending when the application is determined: 

(a) all reportable political donations made to any local councillor of the Council; 
(b) all gifts made to any local councillor or employee of the Council. 

Relevant Public Submission 
In accordance with Section 147(5) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, a person who 
makes a relevant public submission to Council in relation to a relevant planning application made to the 
Council is required to disclose the following reportable political donations and gifts (if any) made by the 
person making the submission or any associate of that person within the period commencing two years 
before the submission is made and ending when the application is determined: 

(a) all reportable political donations made to any local councillor of the Council; 
(b) all gifts made to any local councillor or employee of the Council. 

Disclosure of Reportable Political Donations and Gifts 

Planning Applications 
Nil 

Public Submissions 
Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

That, the report in relation to the proposed amendments to Part 3A of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979, be received and noted.  
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SUMMARY 

The NSW Government has introduced a Bill into the Parliament to repeal Part 3A of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and replace it with an alternative system for the 
assessment of projects of genuine State Significance. 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Amendment (Part 3A Repeal) Bill 2011 proposes to 
establish two separate assessment frameworks; one for State Significant Infrastructure and one for 
State Significant Development. 

The Bill also makes a number of changes to the operation and structure of the Planning 
Assessment Commission and Joint Regional Planning Panels, including the provision of additional 
transparency and greater local government input. 

The following report provides a summary of the proposed amendments to Part 3A and identifies the 
likely implications for Tamworth Regional Council as a consequence of the changes.  

COMMENTARY 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Amendment (Part 3A Repeal) Bill 2011 proposes 
that projects which fall into the category of either State Significant Infrastructure or State Significant 
Development will be assessed by the Department of Planning and Infrastructure. 

The thresholds for State Significant Developments are outlined in the Policy Statement  “Proposed 
State Significant Development and Infrastructure Classes” published by the Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure. The lists have been reproduced for the information of Councillors in 
the attached ANNEXURE.  

The projects that do not qualify as State Significant will continue to be assessed by local councils. 

Development Categories 

The thresholds for State Significant Development are currently contained with Schedule 1 of State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Major Development) 2005. However, should the Bill be passed by 
Parliament, a new State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) will be drafted which provides 
details on the classes and thresholds for development to be considered as State or Regionally 
Significant. 

State Significant Infrastructure projects include large-scale linear infrastructure such as rail lines, 
roads, electricity transmission lines and pipelines. It will also include activities undertaken by State 
Agencies which would not require consent under an environmental planning instrument, but may 
have a significant environmental effect such as major water supply systems. 

State Significant Development includes major projects that have the potential to deliver a significant 
economic input to the NSW economy and large-scale or complex projects that may involve 
significant environmental impact and include mining, intensive livestock agriculture, petroleum 
production and hospitals.  

In addition to individual projects, the Bill also includes specific sites of State Significance on the 
basis of their development potential or strategic importance. There are no sites of State 
Significance identified for the Tamworth Regional Council local government area.  
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Determining Authorities 
The proposed changes will allow the Minister to delegate his decision making authority for all 
projects lodged for State Significant Development by private developers.  
 
Under the proposed delegations, State Significant Developments may be determined by a senior 
officer of the Department of Planning and Infrastructure if fewer than 25 public submissions were 
received and where the local council has not objected.  
 
The Planning Assessment Commission will determine larger, more controversial developments and 
be given an expanded determination role for projects of genuine State Significance. The Bill also 
proposes a number of changes to the structure and operations of the Planning Assessment 
Commission.  
 
The changes proposed to the Planning Assessment Commission have not been discussed in detail 
within this report, as State Significant Developments are uncommon in the Tamworth Regional 
local government area.      
 
New arrangements are also proposed for the Joint Regional Planning Panels, which have the 
decision making role for regionally significant proposals assessed by Council.  
 
In this regard, the capital investment threshold will be increased from $10 million to $20 million for 
most development types with the exception of where Council has an interest in the development, 
and the existing threshold for determination remains at $5 million.  
 
The Panel will no longer be the consent authority for development applications for certain types of 
subdivisions, certain coastal development and some designated development.  Previously, the 
panels dealt with all designated development, but will now be limited to dealing with extractive 
industry, marinas and waste management facilities which meet the designated development 
criteria in the Schedule 3 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000.  
 
The structure of the Panels are proposed to be amended to provide for a more equitable 
representation for local councils. Other changes to the structure include: 
 
• The Panels will be changed so that one of the three State-appointed members will be 

appointed by the Minister as an independent chairperson with the concurrence of the Local 
Government and Shires Associations (LGSA); and 

 
• A panel will be established with representatives from the LGSA, the development industry, 

the Department of Planning and Infrastructure and the new Public Service Commission, to 
advise the Minister on suitable candidates for appointment as Chairpersons to regional 
panels. 

 
To ensure that development applications continue to be processed in a timely manner, the 
applicant will also now be given the right to refer a development application in the $10 million to 
$20 million range that has not been determined by the local council within 120 days to the Panel 
for determination. However, the Chairperson of a regional panel can refuse to accept the referral 
if it is believed the delay has been caused by the applicant. 
 

Development Applications that are neither State nor Regionally Significant will continue to be 
determined by local councils. 
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Implications of Changes Proposed 

The Department of Planning and Infrastructure estimate that the amendments to Part 3A will 
decrease the number of projects considered by the State by 50% and that around 55% of the 
projects that would have been determined by the respective Joint Regional Planning Panel will 
now be determined by the local council.  

 
As State Significant Developments are uncommon in the Tamworth Regional Council local 
government area and only a small number of Regionally Significant Developments have been 
determined since the inception of Joint Regional Planning Panels in 2009, the majority of the 
proposed amendments to Part 3A are unlikely to impact on Council.  
 
Further, if the applications assessed by Tamworth Regional Council and determined by the Panel 
are considered, the majority of those proposals would still be captured by the revised thresholds 
because they have involved the development of Council land. However, the amendments will 
afford Council greater representation on the Panel and, as a consequence, greater input into the 
outcome of those proposals which must be referred.   
 

 (a) Policy Implications 

Nil 

(b) Financial Implications 

Nil 

(c) Legal Implications 

Nil 

(d) Community Consultation 

 Nil  

CONCLUSION 
The Bill is proposed to repeal Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
to allow for development previously dealt with under that Part to be dealt with as follows: 
 
• development that is not State Significant Development or Infrastructure will be dealt with 

under Part 4 by the local council or a joint regional planning panel; 
• development that is State Significant Development will be dealt with under Part 4 by the 

Minister; 
• development that is State Significant Infrastructure will be dealt with under a new Part 5.1 

by the Minister;  and 
• development that has already been the subject of substantial assessment under Part 3A 

before its repeal will continue to be dealt with under transitional arrangements in 
accordance with the former provisions of that Part. 
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Based on the information available, and the very small number of developments in the Tamworth 
Regional Council local government area that are State Significant, the changes to Part 3A will have 
limited impact on Council’s functions.   

Further, Council only receives a small number of applications for Regionally Significant 
Development per year, and the changes to the thresholds for this form of development, together 
with a more equitable representation on Panels, will give Council greater input regarding the 
outcomes.  

 

7 INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES 

7.1 WATER LOSS PROGRAM UPDATE TAMWORTH, TOWNS AND 
 VILLAGES  – FILE NO SF3869 

DIRECTORATE: WATER ENTERPRISES 

AUTHOR: Bruce Logan, Director Water Enterprises 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in relation to the report “Water Loss Program Update Tamworth, Towns and 
Villages”, Council receive and note the report. 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to update Council on various activities targeted at minimising water 
loss in Tamworth and in the towns and villages of the Tamworth region. 

COMMENTARY 

Activities undertaken and the results in the various centres are detailed below: 

Tamworth 

The Contractor engaged to locate water leaks in all reticulation and distribution water mains in 
Tamworth has completed the investigation.  Approximately 551 kilometres of water mains were 
tested with 135 leaks detected.  Whenever a leak was detected the Contractor estimated the 
amount of water leaking.  The higher the leaks, the higher the priority of the repair of that leak.  To 
date, 60 leaks have been repaired with work continuing to repair the remaining leaks over the next 
few weeks. 

Based on the estimated flow of water from the leaks, once all leaks have been located and repaired 
approximately 140 Megalitres of treated water will be saved annually. 
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In addition, the old magnetic (mag) flow meters on the distribution main that supplies water from 
the Calala Lane Water Treatment Plant to the One Tree Hill Reservoir and the main that supplies 
the Victoria Park Reservoir have been replaced in the last few weeks.  The volume of water treated 
at the Water Treatment Plant is calculated by adding the volume of water sent to the One Tree Hill 
and Victoria Park reservoirs every day as measured by the 2 magflow meters.  The annual amount 
of water treated is a key component in calculating water loss figures for Tamworth.  The old mag 
flow meters are in excess of 25 years old and were suspected of being out of calibration, however, 
given their size and location it was not possible to recalibrate them on site.  Initial indications from 
the newly installed meters are that the old meters may have been reading up to 10% higher.  If this 
initial indication is realised long term then the quantity of water produced by the Water Treatment 
Plant will be reduced and therefore water loss associated with the Tamworth reticulation will also 
be reduced. 

Based on the works completed, the associated reduction in water loss, and more accurate 
measurement of water distributed, Council should see a significant improvement in water loss, in 
Tamworth, next financial year.  

Towns and Villages 

Manilla 

As a part of the Water Loss Management Program for Regional NSW Water Utilities, run by the 
Local Government Shires Association, representatives of the Local Government Shires Association 
estimated losses due to leakage, using night flow measurements in Manilla and Barraba. From 
these measurements it was estimated that Manilla had leakage of approximately 48 Megalitres per 
year. 

As a result of the loss estimates, active leak detection similar to that undertaken in the Tamworth 
city area was undertaken at Manilla. The Contractor was engaged to test approximately 41 
kilometres of water mains over three days and found 10 leaks in the reticulation system. 

Once the leak detection had been completed, a magflow meter was installed at the Manilla Main 
Reservoir to monitor flows entering the reticulation. The magflow was used to monitor night flows 
before and after the leak repairs were conducted and confirmed the estimated water losses due to 
leakage in the reticulation. Through this monitoring it was confirmed that the leaks repaired 
produced an annual savings of 36.6 Megalitres. 

Barraba 

As a part of the same water loss program as Manilla, Barraba underwent similar water loss 
estimations by the Local Government Shires Association. The night flow monitoring conducted in 
Barraba indicated an approximate loss of 13 Megalitres per year.  The Local Government Shires 
Association, however, did not deem this volume large enough to be cost effective to fund active 
leak detection and repairs. It was noted at the time, however, that there where known leaks that 
could potentially account for this loss.  

During the active leak detection completed at Manilla, the Contractor also performed some small 
leak detections in Barraba at known problem sites. The Contractor identified two leaks and these 
leaks have since been investigated and repaired.  

It is planned to install a magflow meter at the Barraba Reservoir in the 2011/ 2112 financial year to 
monitor both daily consumption and to help identify water loss within the Barraba water reticulation 
system. This part of the works is ongoing. 
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Moonbi Kootingal 

As a part of the same water loss program as Manilla and Barraba, Moonbi and Kootingal 
underwent similar water loss estimations by the Local Government Shires Association. The night 
flow monitoring conducted in Moonbi and Kootingal however, exposed other problems in the 
reticulation that prevented the program from obtaining useful data. 

The active leak detection performed in Tamworth also encompassed the Moonbi and Kootingal 
areas. The Contractor engaged for these works identified 14 leaks of which 2 were significant. 
These leaks have been noted and are currently being repaired. 

Others 

Attunga, Bendemeer and Nundle were not included in either of the programs of leak detection 
identified above. Each of these villages have the potential for further water loss 
investigations/works but, due to their size, the quantity of potential loss of water, and other design 
difficulties, they are not seen as a priority at this time. Potential works in these villages could 
encompass, active leak detection, night flow monitoring, and the installation of more accurate and 
flexible bulk metering systems. 

(a) Policy Implications 

Nil 

(b) Financial Implications 

The cost of the various works in Tamworth and the towns and villages is estimated at 
approximately $200,000, of which $12,196.23 was provided by the State Government for the 
work in Manilla.  The remaining expenditure was funded by Council.   

The completion of the leak repairs in Tamworth, Moonbi and Kootingal will be funded from 
normal operation budgets. 

(c) Legal Implications 

Nil 

(d) Community Consultation 

Nil 
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7.2 TAMWORTH REGIONAL LOCAL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING – JUNE 
2011 – FILE NO SF1387 

 

DIRECTORATE: REGIONAL SERVICES 

AUTHOR: Murray Russell, Manager Operational Services 

ANNEXURES ATTACHED 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in relation to the report “Tamworth Regional Local Traffic Committee Meeting  – June 
2011”: 

(i)   Council endorse the following recommendations from that Committee 
   Meeting:  

25/2011  With regard to the proposed installation of a sealed carpark on the south-
eastern side of Jewry Street and the north-east of Ebsworth Street, endorse 
Amended Plan No. 19096 with the following amendments: 
(i) removal of Stop Sign on carpark exit; 
(ii) left hand turn lane into carpark from Jewry Street have mandatory 

painted left turn arrows;  and  
(iii) removal of centre median in Jewry St and replace with painted BB 

lines and a painted right turn storage bay be installed. 
26/2011 With regard to the proposed Restricted Access Vehicle (RAV) gazettal (25 

metre B-Doubles and 4.6 height restricted) of section of the road including 
Happy Valley Road (Former Timber Mill to Old Hanging Rock Road); Old 
Hanging Rock Road (Happy Valley Road to Jenkins Street via Oakenville 
Street), Nundle Road (Jenkins Street to Lindsay Gap Road) and  
Lindsay Gap Road to the Liverpool Plains Shire Council boundary, that 
Council approve the route and refer it to the RTA for listing in the State 
Gazettal Notices. 

28/2011 With regard to the proposed Event Approval for the “Bike for Bibles” ride 
between Barraba and Manilla, no objections be raised. 

(ii)   That with regard to Item 27/2011 the proposed Restricted Access Vehicle 
(RAV) gazettal 25 metre B-Doubles and 4.6 height restricted) of section of 
the road from Happy Valley Road (Former Timber Mill) to the Walcha Shire 
Council boundary along Barry Road and Forest Way, that Council advise 
the proponent that it will not approve this route for the reason of amenity 
within the village of Nundle. 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of recommendations made by the Tamworth 
Regional Local Traffic Committee, (TRLTC) at the meeting held on Wednesday 8 June 2011. 
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COMMENTARY 

Four (4) items were discussed at the meeting and it is proposed that Council: 

(i)    adopt the recommendations. 

25/2011  This item was dealt with separately by Council during its meeting of 14 June 
2011 and included the latest recommendations of the Local Traffic Committee on 
this matter. 

26/2011  This item deals with the request by a Tasmanian based timber haulage firm for 
Restricted Access Vehicle (RAV) gazettal - in this case 25 metre B-Doubles, of 
the road from the former Dale and Myers timber mill in Nundle into Liverpool 
Plains Shire Council and onto the New England Highway south of Tamworth. 

   The route from the mill includes Happy Valley Road, the Old Hanging Rock 
Road, Oakenville Street, Nundle Road (MR 105) and Lindsay Gap Road (MR 
106) to the Liverpool Plains Shire Council boundary. From this point, the 
Liverpool Plains Council has unrestricted RAV access. A map showing this 
route is at Annexure 7.2A.  

It is worth noting that this proposal would only allow RAVs access as far as the 
former Dale & Myers timber mill on Happy Valley Road.  It is considered that 
there would be improved economic stimulus to Nundle through employment 
and accommodation.   

Furthermore, economies of scale improve for the haulage firm in operating a 
RAV along this route including an increase in freight and improved cost benefit 
ratio.  

In assessing the route under the RTA RAV route assessment guidelines, no 
major impediments were highlighted. 

Whilst a letter from the Nundle CDC (refer Annexure 7.2B) did have some 
comment in relation to the state of the road, and various other traffic related 
matters, they acknowledged the benefits of the RAVs and did not raise any 
formal concerns in relation to this proposal. 

For these reasons, the proposal was supported by the Local Traffic Committee. 

28/2011  This item deals with the event Approval for the annual “Bike for Bibles” ride 
from Barraba to Manilla. 

(ii)   Item No 27/2011 deals with the request from Forests NSW (based in Grafton 
NSW) for the Restricted Access Vehicle (RAV) gazettal of the road from the 
Tamworth Regional/Walcha Shire Council boundaries, via local Nundle roads 
into the Liverpool Plains Council and onto the new England Highway south of 
Tamworth. 

The route includes Forest Way, Happy Valley Road, Old Hanging Rock Road, 
Oakenville Street, Nundle Road and Lindsay Gap Road into the Liverpool Plains 
Shire Council LGA.  At this stage a formal route assessment has not been 
undertaken and as a result the Local Traffic Committee made no 
recommendation on this matter. A map showing this route is at Annexure 
7.2C. 
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Council staff have concerns about the proposed route, which would provide a 
through-link between Walcha and the New England Highway. Through the 
creation of such a link, it is likely that additional vehicle movements, from 
outside the TRC area, will be attracted through the centre of Nundle, with the 
potential to affect the amenity of the village. 

In addition, the letter from the Nundle CDC did raise concerns about how small 
vehicles would interact with these larger vehicles on the tight steep bends 
between Nundle and Hanging Rock. 

For this reason, although the Local Traffic Committee have made no 
recommendation, it is suggested that Council advise the proponent that the 
proposed route will not be considered further by Council for RAV access. In 
this way, the proponent saves the time and expense associated with a route 
assessment that is unlikely to be supported by Council in the future. 

 (a) Policy Implications 

Nil 

(b) Financial Implications 

Item 25/2011 Estimated expenditure of $175,000 funded from the outstanding balance of 
the Minor League and Soccer’s relocation budget in Horticulture and 
Recreational Services. This matter was dealt with during the Council 
meeting of 14 June 2011. 

 (c) Legal Implications 

Nil 

(d) Community Consultation 

Nil 

8 GOVERNANCE, STRATEGY AND FINANCE 

8.1 REGIONAL RELOCATION BILL 2011 – FILE NO 2414 

DIRECTORATE: OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 

AUTHOR: Tony McCann, Executive Support Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in relation to the report on the Regional Relocation Bill 2011, Council: 

(i) advise the NSW Department of Trade and Investment, Regional Infrastructure and 
Services that Council strongly supports the NSW Government and the Department 
with respect to the Relocation Grant Scheme; 

(ii) actively seek broader opportunities for population growth and economic development 
in our local government area; and 
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(iii) refer this matter to the Executive Officer, Namoi Councils for attention, with a view to 
fostering partnership opportunities between neighbouring councils with respect to 
this scheme. 

SUMMARY 

The New South Wales Department of Trade and Investment, Regional Infrastructure and Services 
(the Department) has written to Council advising of the passing of the Regional Relocation Bill 
2011. 

In essence, on and from 1 July 2011 and, until otherwise advised, a grant of $7,000 will be made 
available to individuals or families who relocate from the metropolitan area of NSW to Regional 
NSW, subject to conditions. 

COMMENTARY 

For the purposes of the Relocation Grant, the “metropolitan area” of NSW is defined as including 
Sydney and the surrounding local government areas of Wollondilly, Blue Mountains, Hawkesbury, 
Gosford and Wyong; and the Wollongong and Newcastle Council areas. 

The Department has advised that local councils in regional NSW have the choice of opting out of 
this scheme if concerned about local population pressures. 

The Department is seeking Tamworth Regional Council’s advice as to whether Council wishes to 
opt out of the scheme. 

In addition to writing to all councils in NSW, the Department is writing to relevant Regional 
Organisations of Councils (ROC) alerting them to the availability of the scheme. 

The Department will also be interested in discussing with each ROC (in our case “Namoi Councils”) 
and with individual councils, any plans they are considering to promote their locations as places to 
live and work. 

The Department would be keen to pursue opportunities to co-ordinate those marketing efforts in 
line with the availability of the Relocation Grant. 

Finally, the Department is seeking a response from Council as soon as possible.   Should a reply 
not be received by 15 July 2011, the Department will work on the basis that Council wishes to be 
included in the coverage of the scheme. 

(a) Policy Implications 

Nil 

(b) Financial Implications 

None to record as far as the Tamworth Regional Council is concerned at this stage. 

It is envisaged that the Evocities initiative will be a significant promotional tool for Council to 
take advantage of the scheme. 
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The Grant will be administered by the Office of State Revenue and will be dependent on an 
eligible applicant selling a house in the metropolitan area (as their principal place of 
residence) and buying a house in regional NSW (where the value of the property does not 
exceed $600,000). 

(c) Legal Implications 

Nil 

(d) Community Consultation 

No direct community consultation required. 

Periodic monitoring of the scheme will result in outcomes being reported through the Council 
and in the regional media from time to time. 

 

8.2 SECTION 355 COMMITTEES – MINUTES - FILE NO SF2256 

DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE AND GOVERNANCE 

AUTHOR: Jodie Archer, Section 355 Coordinator 

TABLED DOCUMENT 

S355 Minutes

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in relation to the report “Section 355 Committees – Minutes”, Council: 

(i) receive and note the minutes of the Section 355 Committee listed below: 

Committee Date 
Dungowan Hall Trust 28 February 2011 
Grey Fergie Tractor Muster Committee 23 March 2011 
Kootingal Recreational Reserve Committee 6 May 2011 
Tamworth Sister City Committee 11 May 2011 
Dungowan Hall Trust 16 May 2011 
Duri Progress Association 17 May 2011 
Duri Progress Association - AGM 17 May 2011 
Manilla Showground Committee 24 May 2011 
Dungowan Recreation Ground Committee 1 June 2011 

(ii) adopt the recommendation of the Grey Fergie Tractor Muster Committee at its 
meeting held 23 March 2011, to accept Deon Heemskerk and Tiarni Sukadana as 
members of the Grey Fergie Tractor Muster Committee; 

(iii) adopt the recommendation of the Grey Fergie Tractor Muster Committee at its 
meeting held 23 March 2011, to appoint Tiarni Sukadana as Treasurer of the Grey 
Fergie Tractor Muster Committee, effective June 2011; 
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(iv) adopt the recommendation of the Duri Progress Association at its Annual General 
Meeting held 17 May 2011, to appoint the following persons as Office Bearers of the 
Duri Progress Association: 

 
President:   L Grant 
Vice President:   L Donaldson 
Treasurer:   P Collins 
Secretary:   L Donaldson 
Hall Committee:   B Johnston, J Alderson, L Fisher and K Harvey; 
Gymkhana Conveners:   Debbie Craig and David Ware; and 
ANZAC Representative:   Betty Horsburgh; 

(v) adopt the recommendation of the Manilla Showground Committee at its meeting 
held 24 May 2011, to accept the resignation of Warren McAdam as a member of the 
Manilla Showground Committee; and 

(iv) adopt the recommendation of the Manilla Showground Committee at its meeting 
held 24 May 2011, to appoint Chris Lake as Vice President of the Manilla 
Showground Committee. 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to table the minutes of the Section 355 Committee meetings that were 
provided to Council during May and June 2011. 

COMMENTARY 

(i) The minutes of the following Section 355 Committee meetings are tabled for Council’s 
information. These committees are: 

Committee Date 
Dungowan Hall Trust 28 February 2011 
Grey Fergie Tractor Muster Committee 23 March 2011 
Kootingal Recreational Reserve Committee 6 May 2011 
Tamworth Sister City Committee 11 May 2011 
Dungowan Hall Trust 16 May 2011 
Duri Progress Association 17 May 2011 
Duri Progress Association - AGM 17 May 2011 
Manilla Showground Committee 24 May 2011 
Dungowan Recreation Ground Committee 1 June 2011 

(ii) The minutes of the Grey Fergie Tractor Muster Committee’s meeting held 23 March 2011, 
recommend the following: 

 Membership 

That Council appoint Deon Heemskerk and Tiarni Sukadana as members of the Grey Fergie 
Tractor Muster Committee; 

 Treasurer 

That Council appoint Tiarni Sukadana to the position of Treasurer of the Grey Fergie Tractor 
Muster Committee, effective June 2011; 
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(iii) The minutes of the Duri Progress Association’s Annual General Meeting held 17 May 2011, 
recommend the following: 

Office Bearers 

That Council appoint the following persons as Office Bearers for the Duri Progress 
Association: 

President: L Grant 
Vice President: L Donaldson 
Treasurer: P Collins 
Secretary: L Donaldson 
Hall Committee: B Johnston, J Alderson, L Fisher and K Harvey; 
Gymkhana Conveners: Debbie Craig and David Ware; and 
ANZAC Representative: Betty Horsburgh 

(iv) The minutes of the Manilla Showground Committee’s meeting held 24 May 2011, 
recommend the following: 

 
Resignation 

That Council accept the resignation of Warren McAdam as a member of the Manilla 
Showground Management Committee; and 

 
Vice President 

That Council appoint Chris Lake to the position of Vice President of the Manilla Showground 
Management Committee. 

(a) Policy Implications 

Nil 

(b) Financial Implications 

Nil 

(c) Legal Implications 

Functions of Council are exercised by these Committees in accordance with the delegation 
under Section 377 of the Local Government Act. 

(d) Community Consultation 

Community Consultation is not required. 
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8.3 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEES – MINUTES - FILE NO SF1907, 
SF2586, SF2637, SF2965 & SF2664 

DIRECTORATE:    CORPORATE AND GOVERNANCE 

AUTHOR:  Jodie Archer, Section 355 Co-ordinator 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

CDC Minutes

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in relation to the report “Community Development Committee – Minutes”, Council: 

(i) receive and note the minutes of the Community Development Committees listed 
below: 

 Committee Date 
Bendemeer Community Development Committee 16 November 2010 

 Manilla Community Development Committee 1 June 2011 
 Nundle Community Development Committee 6 June 2011 
 Barraba Community Development Committee 6 June 2011 
 Kootingal Community Development Committee 13 June 2011 

(ii)  adopt the recommendation of the Bendemeer Community Development Committee at 
its meeting held 16 November 2010, to accept Nicole MacFarlane as a member of the 
Bendemeer Community Development Committee; 

(iii) adopt the recommendation of the Manilla Community Development Committee at its 
meeting held 1 June 2011, to accept Gwen Taylor, Sandy Allen and Eric Dekkers as 
members of the Manilla Community Development Committee; and 

(iv) adopt the recommendation of the Barraba Community Development Committee at its 
meeting held 6 June 2011, to accept Pauline Hancock as a member of the Barraba 
Community Development Committee. 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to table the minutes of the meetings of Community Development 
Committees and consider the items for adoption, as recommended by the committees. 

COMMENTARY 

(i) The minutes of the following Community Development Committee meetings are tabled for the 
information of Council: 

Committee Date 
Bendemeer Community Development Committee 16 November 2010 
Manilla Community Development Committee 1 June 2011 
Nundle Community Development Committee 6 June 2011 
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Barraba Community Development Committee 6 June 2011 
Kootingal Community Development Committee 13 June 2011 

(ii) The minutes of the Bendemeer Community Development Committee’s meeting held 
16 November 2010, recommend the following: 

 Membership 

That Council appoint Nicole MacFarlane as a member of the Bendemeer Community 
Development Committee; 

(iii) The minutes of the Manilla Community Development Committee’s meeting held 1 June 2011, 
recommend the following: 

 Membership 

That Council appoint Sandy Allen and Eric Dekkers as members of the Manilla Community 
Development Committee; 

 Amendment to 6 April 2011, Minutes 

That Council appoint Gwen Taylor as a member of the Manilla Community Development 
Committee; and 

(iv) The minutes of the Barraba Community Development Committee’s meeting held 6 June 
2011, recommend the following: 

 Membership 

That Council appoint Pauline Hancock as a member of the Manilla Community Development 
Committee. 

(a) Policy Implications 

It is a policy decision of Council to maintain Community Development Committees and 
practices having regard to Council’s community governance structure and Section 355 of the 
Local Government Act. 

(b) Financial Implications 

Community Development Committees are maintained under the Corporate and Governance 
Directorate Budget. 

(c) Legal Implications 

Section 355 of the Local Government Act 1993 enables the Council to appoint a committee 
to exercise a function on its behalf by way of a Committee of Council. This is used in 
conjunction with Section 377 of the Act to formally delegate functions to the appointed 
committee. 

(d) Community Consultation 

Community Consultation is not required. 
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8.4 LEASE RENEWAL AUSTRALIAN COUNTRY MUSIC FOUNDATION 
INCORPORATED – FILE NO SF885 

DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE AND GOVERNANCE 

AUTHOR: Barbara Thomson, Leases and Licences Officer 

Reference:  Item 5.6 to Service and Infrastructure 12 June 2007 -  Minute No 158/07 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in relation to the lease agreement between Tamworth Regional Council and the 
Australian Country Music Foundation Incorporated over the building at 93 Brisbane 
Street, Tamworth, Council: 

(i) maintain a  policy of recovering 40% of Council’s annual outgoings for the building at 
93 Brisbane Street, Tamworth, from rental of the building to the Australian Country 
Music Foundation Incorporated; 

(ii) authorise the renewal of the current lease with the Australian Country Music 
Foundation Incorporated for a further period of three years commencing on 1 July 
2011, at a rental of 40% of Council’s annual outgoings (excluding depreciation) for the 
building; and  

(iii) authorise the Seal of Council to be affixed to the lease document between Council and 
the Foundation. 

SUMMARY 

This report seeks Council’s approval for the renewal of the lease to the Australian Country Music 
Foundation Incorporated (ACMF) which expired on 30 June 2011, for the building located at 93 
Brisbane Street, Tamworth. 

COMMENTARY 

The ACMF has occupied the former Mechanics Institute Building since 1994. The current rental 
paid by the ACMF for the building is $100.78 per week or $5240.56 per annum (excluding GST). 
This rental amount was calculated as 40% of the annual outgoings for the building in the 
2006/2007 budget for routine maintenance. Council moved and adopted this policy at the Services 
and Infrastructure Committee meeting held on 12 June 2007. This weekly rental amount has not 
been increased since 29 July 2007. 

The ACMF is a not for profit local organisation incorporated to collect, preserve and display 
Australia’s country music heritage. The objective of the ACMF is to promote knowledge of and 
interest in the heritage of Australian country and traditional music. The ACMF is custodian of The 
Country Music Roll of Renown, the Country Music Hands of Fame, and the Country Music 
Broadcaster’s Hall of Fame. Any surplus funds earned from operations is used and applied to 
promote the objectives of the ACMF. Executive positions held are on an unpaid basis. 

The ACMF has written to Council seeking renewal of the lease at a peppercorn rental. 
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Recognising that the building has certain constraints to realising a full commercial rental such as 
age, heritage classification and location, it is realistic to assume that Council would be able to 
secure a much higher rental for the building if it were occupied on a full commercial basis. 

If Council continues to support the objectives and purpose for which the ACMF has been 
established, it would be reasonable for Council to acknowledge that it discharges a significant 
community service obligation to Country Music through its lease of the building to ACMF and 
continue to recover only 40% of its annual outgoings for the building. The current year’s budget 
(excluding depreciation) for the building is $15,581. Recovery of 40% of these outgoings would 
equate to a weekly rental of $119.85 (excluding GST). 

 (a) Policy Implications 

This report complies with the policy determined at the Services and Infrastructure Committee 
Meeting held on 12 June 2007, in respect of the rental paid by the ACMF for the lease of the 
building at 93 Brisbane Street, Tamworth, that is, recovery of 40% of its annual outgoings 
(excluding depreciation) for the building. 

(b) Financial Implications 

All costs associated with the preparation of the lease documentation are at the expense of 
the Australian Country Music Foundation Incorporated. 

(c) Legal Implications 

The Common Seal of Council will be required to be affixed to the lease documents. 

The Local Government (General) Regulation, section 400(4), requires that the Seal of 
Council must not be affixed to a document unless the document relates to the business of the 
Council and the Council has resolved by specific resolution referring to the document that the 
Seal be so affixed. 

(d) Community Consultation 

Nil 

 

8.5  LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OF NSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
2011, SHOALHAVEN CITY COUNCIL, SUNDAY 23 TO WEDNESDAY 26 
OCTOBER 2011 – FILE NO SF4657 

DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE AND GOVERNANCE 

AUTHOR: Robert Charlesworth, Manager Governance 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in relation to report, “Local Government Association of NSW Annual Conference 2011, 
Shoalhaven City Council, Sunday 23 to Wednesday 26 October 2011”, Council receive and 
note the report and advise the General Manager of any submissions or motions from the 
Tamworth Regional Council to be forwarded to the Local Government Association for 
consideration for inclusion in the agenda for the Local Government Association of NSW 
Annual Conference. 
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SUMMARY 

The Local Government Association of NSW Annual Conference will be hosted by Shoalhaven City 
Council from Sunday 23 – Wednesday 26 October 2011. 

The purpose of this report is to advise the General Manager of any submissions or motions for 
inclusion in the agenda.   

Council is advised of the following details: 

• Accommodation for the Conference has been booked at the Woollamia Village Retreat, 
Huskisson, Jervis Bay (6 double rooms). 

• Registration Guide and Forms are soon to be released, and will include registration for 
business sessions, social functions and partners’ tours. This will be included in a future 
Report to Council to determine voting delegates and observers.  

COMMENTARY 

Deadline for motions 

Motions must be received by close of business, Friday 5 August 2011. Motions received after 
this time will be considered late. Late motions will only be accepted prior to Friday 7 October 
2011. Late motions will be categorised using the same methodology as motions received prior to 
cutoff and will then be published in the Local Government Weekly on 14 October 2011. 

Submission of motions 

Motions should be submitted using the online function. As in previous years, motions will be 
categorised.  

In accordance with resolution 2 of the 2010 Local Government Association Conference, motions 
before the Conference shall be classified into three categories by the Executive Committee, prior 
to the Conference as follows: 

Category 1 

Matters concerning the good governance of the Conference or the Association including, without 
limitation: 

(i)  the adoption of Standing Orders; 
(ii)  amendments to the Constitution; 
(iii)  matters of compliance by the Association with any legislative provision; 
(iv)  the finances of the Association; or 
(v)  the health and welfare of staff members of the Association. 

Category 2 
Matters not covered by existing policy and matters involving change of policy. 

Category 3 
Those matters that are reaffirmations of existing policy or issues of a specific local nature. 

a)  Motions grouped under Category 1 shall be given priority over Category 2 and Category 3 
motions and shall be discussed in the order in which they appear in the business paper. 
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b)  Motions grouped under Category 3 shall be adopted under a general motion - subject to 
the reservation that, should any delegate wish any motion to be taken from Category 3 for 
general discussion, it shall open to the delegate to request the Conference to do so. In view 
of the importance of some motions in Category 3, especially those of an urgent nature, the 
Executive is empowered to resubmit those it considers to be important for Conference's 
consideration. 

When drafting motions, council should ensure that motions: 

• MUST not attempt to enforce one council's position on other councils, and 

• MUST not cause detriment to one council over another. 

Tamworth Regional Council submitted motions on the following topics to the 2010 Conference: 

• Regional Economic Development Fund; 
• Noxious Weeds Eradication Funding; 
• Local Infrastructure Fund; 
• Timber Bridge Replacement Program on Local Roads; 
• Formation of Corporate Entities; 
• Funding for Public Libraries; 
• Country Towns Water Supply and Sewerage Service Program; 
• Cost Shifting Pensioner Rate Concessions; and 
• Cost Shifting. 

(a) Policy Implications 

Nil 

(b) Financial Implications 

Nil 

(c) Legal Implications 

Nil 

(d) Community Consultation 

Nil 
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8.6 SALE OF COUNCIL LAND – 474 PEEL STREET, TAMWORTH – FILE 
 NO LF4438 

DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE AND GOVERNANCE 

AUTHOR: Sylvia Eliott, Commercial Property Officer 

Reference:  Item 12.4 to Ordinary Council held on 24 August 2010 - Minute No 311/10  

RECOMMENDATION 

That in relation to the report proposing the sale of Council owned land at 474 Peel Street, 
Tamworth, Council: 

(i) offer the property at 474 Peel Street Tamworth for sale by calling for Expressions of 
Interest;  

(ii) request a full independent valuation report from a Registered Valuer;  

(iii) request the Director of Corporate and Governance to submit a further report to 
Council upon the conclusion of the calling period for Expressions of Interest;  and 

(iv) authorise that an amount up to $22,000 be allocated from the Property Acquisition 
and Development Reserve for the promotion and marketing of the property and 
associated sale costs. 

SUMMARY 

This report seeks Council’s authorisation to offer its property at 474 Peel Street, Tamworth, for sale 
by calling for Expressions of Interest. 

COMMENTARY 

Council at its meeting 24 August 2010, resolved to decline an unsolicited expression of interest in 
purchasing its property at 474 Peel Street, Tamworth.  The letter outlined interest in acquiring the 
property for the purposes of expanding the retail activities of the business.  The letter did not offer 
any specific dollar value and scoped some proposed development applications that any offer would 
be subject to the approval. 

The property is identified as Lot 18, Section 13 in DP 75895, and is approximately 2,024 square 
metres in area.  Improvements on the land comprises a circa 1930s single storey commercial 
building of 632.4 square metres, a bitumen sealed open car parking area accommodating 40 car 
spaces, a paved landscaping area at the rear of the building, a plant room and a small brick 
storage room adjoining the main building.  

In August 2010, Council determined that the property held a strategic value in “terms of its location 
in the CBD as well as its relationship to public car parking areas and stormwater infrastructure”.  

Since the departure of Joblink Plus from the building, Council has received sale enquiries on the 
property.  An opportunity exists for Council to determine the strategic importance of this property to 
its investment portfolio, or if the asset should be realised.  
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The method of calling for Expressions of Interest (EOI) gives Council the flexibility to accept, or 
enter into negotiations with the EOI offering the most appropriate and profitable terms to Council.  If 
the calling period closes and the EOIs received do not meet Council’s requirements, Council is not 
obliged to sell the property.  This method allows Council the option to explore the market for sale, 
within a specific time-frame and yet, determine the best offer based on terms and conditions as 
well as price. 

As part of the assessment of the EOI, it is recommended that Council be informed by an 
independent valuation from a Registered Valuer in order to ensure that the property is not sold 
under value.  In the subsequent report to Council, the Director for Corporate & Governance will 
recommend assessment criteria, provide the independent valuation report, and deliver a cost-
benefit analysis for Councillors’ to consider. 

Accordingly, it is recommended that Council offer the property at 474 Peel Street, Tamworth, to the 
open market by calling for Expressions of Interest.  

(a) Policy Implications 

Nil 

(b) Financial Implications 

A promotion and marketing campaign during the calling period should be limited to $22,000 
(twenty two thousand dollars) and can be funded out of the Property Acquisition and 
Development Reserve.  The Reserve can be reimbursed from the sale of the property or if 
the property is not sold, then from the rental income in due course. 

(c) Legal Implications 

Nil 

 (d) Community Consultation 

Nil 

 

8.7 TAMWORTH ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORY – AMENDMENT TO  
 2011/2012 FEES AND CHARGES – FILE NO SF1478 

DIRECTORATE: BUSINESS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHOR: Mark Crompton, Manager Business Strategy & Operations 

Reference:   Item 8.2 to Ordinary Council 14 June 2011 - Minute No 157/11 

RECOMMENDATION 
That in accordance with Section 502 of the Local Government Act, 1993, Council adopt the 
amended fees and charges and endorse the notations listed for the Tamworth 
Environmental Laboratory for 2011/2012: 
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BACTERIAL EXAMINATION FEE IF RESULT NEGATIVE  
TEST DESCRIPTION NATA 

ACCREDITED 
2011/2012 
Adopted 

Fee 

2011/2012 
Amended 

Fee 
Total Coliforms  SUB-

CONTRACTED 39.95 52.80  

Faecal Coliforms SUB-
CONTRACTED 39.95 46.20 

Total / Faecal Coliforms Package SUB-
CONTRACTED 62.90 72.60 

Standard Plate Counts SUB-
CONTRACTED 39.95 46.20 

Potable water E. Coli (E. Coli and Total Coliforms)  SUB-
CONTRACTED 58.60 72.60 

Non-potable water E. Coli (E. Coli and Faecal 
Coliforms) 

SUB-
CONTRACTED N/A 66.00 

 

BACTERIAL EXAMINATION FEE IF RESULT CONFIRMED POSITIVE 
TEST DESCRIPTION NATA 

ACCREDITED
2011/2012 
Adopted 

Fee 

2011/2012 
Amended 

Fee 
Total Coliforms SUB-

CONTRACTED 54.45 63.40 

Faecal Coliforms SUB-
CONTRACTED 54.45 66.00 

Total / Faecal Coliforms Package SUB-
CONTRACTED 90.70 99.00 

Potable water E. Coli (E. Coli and Total Coliforms)  SUB-
CONTRACTED 99.20 105.60 

Non-potable water E. Coli (E. Coli and Faecal 
Coliforms)* 

SUB-
CONTRACTED N/A 92.40 

 
*Additional service not previously available 
The following note will also be included in the fees and charges: 

• Bacteriological Testing can be performed by the Tamworth Environmental 
Laboratory, however we are not NATA Accredited for this testing. If non-NATA 
Accredited Testing is requested for bacteriological samples, prices listed above will 
attract a 20% discount. 
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ALGAE COUNT/IDENTIFICATION FOR WATER 

TEST DESCRIPTION NATA 
ACCREDITED

2011/2012 
Adopted 

Fee 

2011/2012 
Amended 

Fee 

Blue Green Algal Count / Identification to Genus + 
Biovolume* 

SUB-
CONTRACTED 95.00 114.00 

Blue Green Algal Count / Identification to Species + 
Biovolume* 

SUB-
CONTRACTED 95.00 126.00 

 
*Test name has changed from those adopted.  

In addition to the above noted changes in the fees and charges the following statement will 
also be included in the fees and charges schedule: 

• Samples received after 4.30pm will be treated as having been received on the 
following work day. 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to recommend to Council a series of changes to the adopted 
2011/2012 fees and charges for Tamworth Environmental Laboratory. 

COMMENTARY 

Council adopted the fees and charges for Tamworth Environmental Laboratory on 14 June 2011 as 
part of the adoption of the 2011/2012 Management Plan. Subsequent to this, a number of sub-
contractors used by the Laboratory have advised of increases in their fees for 2011/2012. This 
information was not known at 14 June 2011, and will require a number of the adopted 2011/2012 
fees and charges at the Laboratory to be adjusted. 

Details of the adopted 2011/2012 Fees and Charges (GST inclusive) and the required  
amendments are as follows: 

BACTERIAL EXAMINATION FEE IF RESULT NEGATIVE  

TEST DESCRIPTION NATA 
ACCREDITED 

2011/2012 
Adopted Fee 

2011/2012 
Amended 
Fee 

Total Coliforms  SUB-
CONTRACTED 39.95 52.80  

Faecal Coliforms SUB-
CONTRACTED 39.95 46.20 

Total / Faecal Coliforms Package SUB-
CONTRACTED 62.90 72.60 

Standard Plate Counts SUB-
CONTRACTED 39.95 46.20 



Tamworth Regional Council - Closed Ordinary Council – 12 July 2011  

 

 

Page  25  
 

Potable water E. Coli (E. Coli and Total Coliforms)  SUB-
CONTRACTED 58.60 72.60 

Non-potable water E. Coli (E. Coli and Faecal 
Coliforms) 

SUB-
CONTRACTED N/A 66.00 

 

BACTERIAL EXAMINATION FEE IF RESULT CONFIRMED POSITIVE 

TEST DESCRIPTION NATA 
ACCREDITED 

2011/2012 
Adopted Fee 

2011/2012 
Amended 
Fee 

Total Coliforms SUB-
CONTRACTED 54.45 63.40 

Faecal Coliforms SUB-
CONTRACTED 54.45 66.00 

Total / Faecal Coliforms Package SUB-
CONTRACTED 90.70 99.00 

Potable water E. Coli (E. Coli and Total Coliforms)  SUB-
CONTRACTED 99.20 105.60 

Non-potable water E. Coli (E. Coli and Faecal 
Coliforms)* 

SUB-
CONTRACTED N/A 92.40 

*Additional service not previously available 

The following note will also be included in the fees and charges: 

• Bacteriological Testing can be performed by the Tamworth Environmental Laboratory, 
however we are not NATA Accredited for this testing. If non-NATA Accredited Testing is 
requested for bacteriological samples, prices listed above will attract a 20% discount. 

 

ALGAE COUNT/IDENTIFICATION FOR WATER 

TEST DESCRIPTION NATA 
ACCREDITED 

2011/2012 
Adopted Fee 

2011/2012 
Amended 
Fee 

Blue Green Algal Count / Identification to Genus + 
Biovolume* 

SUB-
CONTRACTED 95.00 114.00 

Blue Green Algal Count / Identification to Species + 
Biovolume* 

SUB-
CONTRACTED 95.00 126.00 

*Test name has changed from those adopted.  
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In addition to the above noted changes in the fees and charges the following statement will also be 
included in the fees and charges schedule: 

• Samples received after 4.30pm will be treated as having been received on the following work 
day. 

(a) Policy Implications 

Nil 

(b) Financial Implications 

The amendments to the fees and charges as noted represent increases in fees and charges 
from sub-contractors and will have no impact on net Laboratory income. However, these 
charges will be passed on to internal clients and will result in increased operational 
expenditure. All such clients have been advised of these changes. 

(c) Legal Implications 

In accordance with Section 502 of the Local government Act, 1993, only Council can set fees 
and charges. Advice from the Department of Local Government is that any amendment to a 
fee or charge already advertised as part of the adopted Management Plan process does not 
have to be re-advertised for the mandatory 28 days. 

(d) Community Consultation 

Nil 

 

9 REPORTS FROM DELEGATES 

Nil 

10 QUESTIONS AND MATTERS OF CONCERN  

11 REPORTS TO BE CONSIDERED IN CLOSED COUNCIL 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the confidential reports as listed be considered in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 
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11.1 LONGYARD PRECINCT BACKWASH AND WATER HARVESTING SCHEME 
FILE NO SF4631 

DIRECTORATE: WATER ENTERPRISES 

AUTHOR: Michael Bryant, Water Executive Services Manager 

The Council will determine this matter in part of the meeting closed to the public pursuant to  
Section 10(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1993 on the grounds that the  matter and 
information, is information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a Person 
with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of problems experienced with the operation of the 
Longyard Precinct Backwash & Water Harvesting Scheme, and recommends a way forward with 
addressing issues. 

11.2 160 QUEEN STREET BARRABA SEWER MAIN RENEWAL – ACQUISITION OF 
SEWER EASEMENT- FILE NO LF10973 

DIRECTORATE: WATER ENTERPRISES 

AUTHOR: Michael Bryant, Water Executive Services Manager 

The Council will determine this matter in part of the meeting closed to the public pursuant to  
Section 10(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1993 on the grounds that the  matter and 
information, is information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a Person 
with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  

SUMMARY 

This report seeks Council’s authorisation for the signing of an agreement, including payment of 
compensation, for the acquisition of a 6m wide sewer easement to realign a 139m section of 
replacement sewer trunk main in Barraba. 

11.3 TENDER NO T068/2011 – SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF SECURITY 
 FENCING, GATES, SECURITY CAMERAS AND ACCESS CONTROLLED 
 GATES AT THE TAMWORTH REGIONAL AIRPORT - FILE NO T068/2011 

DIRECTORATE: BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHOR: Michael Dubois, Business Manager 

The Council will determine this matter in part of the meeting closed to the public pursuant to  
Section 10 (2) (c) & (d) of the Local Government Act 1993 on the grounds that the  matter and 
information, is information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person with 
whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business and/or is commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the 
person who supplied it. 
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SUMMARY 

This report is submitted in relation to Tender No T068/2011 for the supply and installation of 
security fencing, gates, security cameras and access controlled gates at the Tamworth Regional 
Airport. 

11.4 TENDER NO T055/2011 – SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF SECURITY 
EQUIPMENT UNDER THE STRENGTHENING OF AVIATION SECURITY 
INITIATIVE – REGIONAL AND DOMESTIC AVIATION SECURITY – NEW 
ENTRANTS REGIONAL AIRPORT PROGRAM AT THE TAMWORTH 
REGIONAL AIRPORT, DUBBO CITY REGIONAL AIRPORT AND WAGGA 
WAGGA REGIONAL AIRPORT – FILE NO T055/2011 

DIRECTORATE: BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHOR: Michael Dubois, Business Manager 

The Council will determine this matter in part of the meeting closed to the public pursuant to  
Section 10 (2) (c) & (d) of the Local Government Act 1993 on the grounds that the  matter and 
information, is information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person with 
whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business and/or is commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the 
person who supplied it. 

SUMMARY 

This report is submitted in relation to Tender No T055/2011 for the Supply and Installation of 
Security Equipment under the Strengthening of Aviation Security Initiative – Regional and Domestic 
Aviation Security – New Entrants Regional Airport Program at the Tamworth Regional Airport, the 
Dubbo City Regional Airport and the Wagga Wagga Regional Airport. 

11.5 DESTINATION TAMWORTH BUSINESS STRUCTURE AND STRATEGY  - 
FILE NO SF1044       

DIRECTORATE: BUSINESS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHOR: Paul Sullivan, Director Business & Economic Development 

The Council will determine this matter in part of the meeting closed to the public pursuant to  
Section 10A(2) (a), (c), (d) and (f) of the Local Government Act 1993 on the grounds that the 
matters and information, relates to personnel matters concerning particular individuals other than 
Councillors,  is information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person with 
whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business and/or is commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the 
person who supplied it, and the matters affect the security of the council, councillors, council staff 
or council property. 
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SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to submit a proposal for an integrated Destination Tamworth 
Business Model: 

(i) with an accompanying governance and tourism business management structure for the 
strategic and operational management of Tourism Marketing and Promotion under the 
direction, control and community driven leadership of Tamworth Regional Council; and 

(ii) providing for a unified Tamworth brand to remove overlaps, duplication of resources and re-
align strategic direction.  

COMMENTARY 

Council will be aware that exercise of the function of tourism management and promotion services 
is currently delegated to and performed by Tourism Tamworth Ltd, a separate and independently 
operating non profit company limited by guarantee, initially established and registered by the 
former Tamworth City Council in the year 2000.   

During the period since formation and establishment in 2000 to June 2005, Tourism Tamworth 
operated under a Deed of Agreement executed with the former Tamworth City Council which 
expressly provided for the exercise of tourism management and promotion responsibilities and 
funding arrangements; and performance, financial and annual reporting.   

Following boundary reform by the State Government and the creation of Tamworth Regional 
Council in March 2004, the tourism management and promotion function performed by Tourism 
Tamworth was widened by Council to include, amongst other things, marketing and promotion of 
the annual Tamworth Country Music Festival, visitor information centre management, and the 
promotion and marketing of AELEC and TRECC.   

Tourism Tamworth was established as a mechanism to directly engage with the tourism industry 
via an industry representative board and corporation, embed a tourism business culture and drive 
the economic benefits of tourism within the Tamworth local government area.  By any measure, the 
performance of Tourism Tamworth over the past decade has been outstanding.  Through the 
efforts of Tourism Tamworth, in partnership with Council, the Tamworth Region is nationally 
recognised as a leading visitor destination and has a deserved reputation for excellence in major 
venue infrastructure, and staging major events and conferences. 

Tamworth is now positioned to build upon the outstanding success of the past decade and move to 
a Whole-of-Council-Approach Destination Tamworth Model that leverages Council’s tourism 
infrastructure assets and intellectual property to maximise their overall economic, marketing and 
community benefits.  This Whole-of-Council-Approach is a strong competitive advantage 
developed in conjunction with Tourism Tamworth over the past 6 years and relates to the 
facilitation and coordination of Council’s own resources with State Government departments and 
agencies for law and order, public safety, transport, health and emergency services.   

Over the past decade Tamworth Regional Council has, with the support and backing of the 
community, events partners, Tourism Tamworth Ltd and the NSW Government through the 
relevant departments and agencies involved in event management, developed and built a most 
impressive array of venue and event infrastructure and intellectual property (IP) assets which are 
the envy of Regional NSW.   
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The Australian Equine and Livestock Event Centre (AELEC) and the annual Tamworth Country 
Music Festival are the two principal infrastructure and IP assets in Council’s stable.  These assets 
alone, as a venue and an event respectively, are of significance to the local, regional and state 
economy and generate state, national and international visitor pulling power to Tamworth as a 
stand out destination.   
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CLOSED COUNCIL 
Confidential Reports 

(Section 10A(2) of The Local Government Act 1993) 
Where it is proposed to close part of the Meeting, the Chairperson will allow members of the public to make 
representations to or at the meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to the public, as to whether or 
not that part of the meeting should be closed to the public.   
The Chairperson will check with the General Manager whether any written public submissions or 
representations have been received as to whether or not that part of the meeting should be closed to the 
public.   
The grounds on which part of the Council meeting may be closed to public are listed in Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993 and are as follows: 
(a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals other than Councillors, 

(b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer, 

(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the council 
is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business, 

(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed: 
(i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or 
(ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the council, or 
(iii) reveal a trade secret, 

(e) information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law, 

(f) matters affecting the security of the council, councillors, council staff or council property, 

(g) advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from production in legal 
proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege. 

(h) during the receipt of information or discussion of information concerning the nature and location of a 
place or an item of Aboriginal significance on community land.   

Section 10A(3) of the Act provides that Council, or a Committee of the Council of which all the members are 
councillors, may also close to the public so much of its meeting as comprises a motion to close another part 
of the meeting to the public.   
Section 10B(3) of the Act provides that if a meeting is closed during discussion of a motion to close another 
part of the meeting to the public (as referred to in section 10A(3) of the Act), the consideration of the motion 
must not include any consideration of the matter or information to be discussed in that other part of the 
meeting (other than consideration of whether the matter concerned is matter referred to in section 10A(2) of 
the Act).   
Section 10B(1) of the Act provides that a meeting is not to remain closed to the public during the receipt of 
information or the discussion of matters referred to in section 10A(2): 
(a) except for so much of the discussion as is necessary to preserve the relevant confidentiality, privilege 

or security, and 

(b) if the matter concerned is a matter other than a personnel matter concerning particular individuals, the 
personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer or a trade secret - unless the Council or committee 
concerned is satisfied that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be contrary 
to the public interest. 

For the purpose of determining whether the discussion of a matter in an open meeting would be contrary to 
the public interest section 10B(4) of the Act states it is irrelevant that: 
(a) a person may interpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 

(b) the discussion of the matter may: 
(i) cause embarrassment to the Council or committee concerned, or to councillors or to employees 

of the council, or 
(ii) cause a loss of confidence in the Council or committee. 

Resolutions passed in Closed Council 
It is a requirement of Clause 253 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 that any resolution 
passed in Closed Council, or Committee be made public as soon as practicable after the meeting has ended.  
At the end of Closed Council or Committee meeting, the Chairperson will provide a summary of those 
resolutions passed in Closed Council or Committee.  
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